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School / Community Service
Examples include,  but are not limited to:

● Soup kitchen or food bank efforts
● School and community fundraising
● Community beautification projects
● Work as a daycare volunteer
● Volunteer work through scouts or religious

affiliations
● Unpaid tutoring



School / Community Leadership
Examples might include:

● Captains’ positions on sports teams
● Leadership in SVPA
● Club officers
● Starting a fundraising or school-wide effort

Examples should not include:

● Leading academic projects in the classroom
● Leading the fundraising efforts of your parents/guardians



Essay
● Have you used MLA formatting and style?

● Have you included a recognizable thesis?

● Have you clearly presented the person or experience you
will discuss in your essay?

● Have you garnered your reader’s interest?

● Does your introduction address scholarship, character,
leadership, service, or all four pillars of National Honor
Society?

● Have you tied your example / thesis back to yourself and
your life?



Essay Prompt
C. Submit an essay (roughly two 2 pages) in MLA format on the following topic: 
 Describe an example of excellence in scholarship, character, leadership, or 
service you have encountered.

1. The response should relate to the topic, have a singular focus, and an opening
and a closing.
2. The thesis should progress logically from beginning to end.
3. The conclusion should revisit how this example resonates with you and your
life.
4. You should use a variety of transition elements resulting in a fluent response
5. The essay should contain syntactic and verbal sophistication through an
effective variety of sentence structure and rhetorical modes (analogies, 
metaphors, etc.).
6. There should be few, if any, errors in mechanics or usage.



Sample Introduction
An act of excellence is hard to come by, and repeated acts of 

excellence are even harder to come by.  I have an old friend, S. K., who I 

have known since kindergarten.  S. is easily one of the most 

complicated people I have met in my life so far.  She is cunning, 

resourceful, and always has a plan B.  However, she is also the type of 

girl that seeks to help others in their time of need, instead of waiting to 

be asked for assistance.  This particular quality allows her to stand out 

from the others who show a willingness to help, but a hesitancy to lead.



Sample Conclusion
The physical act of community service is important. However, the 

most significant factor might be the impact it has on people and the 

way it makes them feel.  Although his mother was not there when I 

encouraged J. to participate, she saw the smile on his face when she 

came to pick him up.  The joy and confidence that this program 

provides is invaluable, and I am glad to be a part of something that 

creates a sense of joy and community.  J. and his mother never forgot 

how I made them feel, but more importantly, I have not forgotten the 

way it made me feel; content and accomplished.



Important Dates

● March 1, 2021- Applications are due 

● Applications must be submitted through the Google Form 
only.

● NHS Committee meets in March

● NHS decisions sent via e-mail in April

● Send all e-mails to nhs@mpsdnj.us
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